THE  TRAGEDT OF RAMS AT MACDONALD

There was, however, another reason for Snowden's apostasy
It was known that he had set his heart on a peerage.   Peer-
ages, like other honours and titles, are in the gift of the Prime
Minister.    Now, the Labour Party, definitely Socialist and
equalitarian in principle, is opposed to titles of all kinds,  It
was MacDonald, to the amazement of the Labour Party, who
was responsible for foisting the recognition of titles and honours
on the Party.   Admittedly, there was the constitutional diffi-
culty that there should be a certain number of Ministers in
the House of Lords.   It was only on this ground and from a
sense of duty that men like Lord Passfield, Lord Arnold, Lord
Ponsonby, Lord Snell, and other Labour peers consented to
sit in the Upper House.    They were not only willing, but
determined, to abolish the House of Lords whenever it was
constitutionally possible to do so,    It was this temporary
necessity, arising from the unprecedented exigencies of the
moment that gave MacDonald his chance to appropriate the
tremendous power of patronage and retain in his own hands
what became afterwards a most cherished perquisite.

There was no chance of Snowden being ennobled by the
Tories. They would sooner have, banished him to Devil's
Island. They detested him for his Gobdenism, his temper-
ance, his land taxes, and, more than all, for the sneering
cynicism that had so often scorched them in debate. It was,
therefore> to MacDonald that he had to look. The fly in the
ointment was that he had to be beholden to his lifelong foe
for both his peerage and his post. The extravagance of his
calumny was the measure of his fear that, after all, he might
be cheated of his honorarium. The element of time, too,
emerged. If he did not earn his reward then, he would never
have another chance. He had to clutch the forelock of oppor-
tunity as the Ancient sped past.

448